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starter solution but should not be
side-dressed, for they need little nutri-
ent. The seed is allowed to mature
before harvesting and is then sepa-
rated from the vines by means of a
flail or anything that will break up
the pods.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Pests will
give very little trouble. If bean beetles
happen to get on the vines, treatment
should follow that for beans (which
see),

Chicory

DESCRIPTION: Chicory (Cichorium in-
tybus], also called SUCCORY or wir-
LOOF, and often ENDIVE or FRENCH
ENDIVE, is grown for its tender
though somewhat bitter salad leaves
by forcing the roots, and for its roots,

which are dried and ground into a
powder as an adulterant for coffee.
It probably originated in the Orient
but is generally grown in Europe as

witloof and as barbe de capuchin. It
is the same plant that grows wild
along roadsides in the temperate re-
gions. It is a perennial plant, growing
a rosette of leaves and a big fleshy
root the first year, and sending up a
tall much-branched seedstalk, covered
with solitary, axillary, compound
flowers of attractive deep blue color,
the second year.

TYPES AND VARIETIES : A number of
large-rooted varieties have been se-
lected, but they differ very little from
the wild form. Most of our seed in
this country has come from France>
but some is being produced in the
United States. The varieties are still
far from uniform, due to constant
cross-fertilization with wild chicory.

CLIMATIC AND Son. REQUIREMENTS:
Chicory is very hardy and lives
through severe winters. Its soil re-
quirements are not too exacting, al-
though it does better on the well-
drained soils that have considerable
lime and organic matter. Although,
the plants will crowd out other weeds
in waste places, larger and better
roots are produced where the soil is
in a fair degree of cultivated fertility.
If the seed can be germinated in the
sandy soils, the plants probably would
grow good roots with a side-dressing
of liquid fertilizer.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS : The seed is
sown in the open ground about the
first of August in rows 2 feet apart.
The seedlings are thinned to 3 inches-
apart in the row. If the seed is sown
too early, the roots get too large and
the tops are apt to be much branched.
As the root develops, dormant buds,
are formed on the crown, but the
central bud, formed on roots of from